[The activity of alpha2-macroglobulin and its forms in patients with destructive pulmonary tuberculosis].
A hundred and three patients with destructive pulmonary tuberculosis were examined. These patients had heterodirectional changes in the serum levels of alpha2-macroglobulin (MG) and its forms. The lowering of the level of the F-form of the inhibitor outstripped the decrease in the activity of total alpha2-MG and it was detectable in the lobar processes with moderate symptoms of intoxication and with the inoculation of adjacent segments. The preservation of the low total activity of the inhibitor and its forms during antituberculous therapy characterize a diminished process. The high content of the S form of alpha2-MG is a feature in patients showing positive changes before and 2 months after treatment whereas the changes in total alpha2-MG and its F form may vary. Whether it is expedient to study the fractional composition of alpha2-MG is determined by the heterodirectionality of changes in its S and F forms depending on the pattern of a process.